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Fiji calls for assistance 
Damage from Cyclone Winston is being 
cleared and Fiji is welcoming back cruising 
and charter yachts. 
Images Asia Pacific Superyachts/Ocean Alliance 

 

Cyclone Winston ploughed across central Fiji 20 February 2016. This very powerful storm caused serve 

damage and destruction to everything in the path of storms eye. Outside of the storms eye the damage was far 

less. The chart below shows the somewhat crazy track prior to the cyclone crossing Fiji. Fortunately the 

biggest population centres were spared a “direct hit” although some rural towns were severely affected. 

Port Denarau Marina and Nadi International Airport were far enough away from the storms eye to suffer no 

damage, welcoming the cruise ship Dawn Princess visiting the port with 1,500 passengers. 

Villages in the eye of the storm suffered incredible damage in some cases every house destroyed. Fortunately 

nearly all these villages have been assisted by first responders. Fijians are amazing people even under these 

awful circumstances they seem to be able to find a reason to laugh and to “just get on with it”. 

http://www.oceanmagazine.com.au/


 

Some of the outlying islands were devastated in the record-breaking storms. 

Reconstructing the outer island villages and rural areas will take months. The Villages are able to rebuild 

simple houses quite quickly but will require new materials and assistance to build stronger dwellings. 

Agriculture needs to be restarted and fresh provisions of seeds will be required. School books will need to be 

replaced and medical supplies updated. Fishing gear, pots pans, solar lights and the list goes on. All these 

items will need to be delivered to the outer islands. 

 

Luxury charter yacht, Masteka 2 is available for charter in Fiji. 

As a cruising destination, about 10 percent of the cruising areas suffered damage. By the time the yachting 

season starts in April/May the situation in the remotes areas and villages should have stabilised to the point 

where subsistence fishing and farming will be taking place. Debris will have been cleared and the foliage will 

have a good covering. Reports from the live-a-board dive boats now back in operation are reporting minimal 

damage to dive-sites and reefs. 

Fiji Needs You. If you are thinking of cruising Fiji this season you will see that things will be well on their way to 

returning to normal and for those who are happy to assist, transporting school books and other items to the 

outer islands will be hugely appreciated. 
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